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fuel their automobiles. We have high
natural gas prices. We have a Senator
in the other Chamber from Massachu-
setts who says that we cannot have
wind energy production in his State be-
cause he doesn’t like the way it looks.

Then we have those that say, do not
explore for new natural resources.
They are all part of the left wing agen-
da of the opposition party in this
Chamber. They want to say no to en-
ergy production. They want to say no
to refining. They want to say no to ex-
ploration.

And then what do we have as a re-
sult? High energy prices.

I go back to originally what I said.
The Democrat agenda, nothing.

Maybe I am wrong, though. Maybe
they do have an energy policy. Maybe
they do have a tax policy. The tax pol-
icy is pretty simple. We want you to
pay more, Americans. We want more
money for the Federal Government.
Maybe their energy policy is we want
you to pay more. That is how their
votes have lined up.

When Republicans come forward and
say we have alternative energy that we
are trying to push through tax incen-
tives, they said, no, it is a sop to the
energy companies. No, it is an incen-
tive for research and development of
alternative energies so we are not more
dependent on foreign oil.

When we come forward and say let’s
explore for natural resources, for oil
here at home, what do they say? No.

Do you see where I am going, Mr.
Speaker, with this?

Their policy is no. If not no, then
more. We want you to pay more.

It was about a decade ago that Sen-
ator KERRY said that he looked forward
to the day when gas cost $3 a gallon. I
thought it was surprising then. Per-
haps his votes line up with his philos-
ophy. Perhaps his votes line up with
his goal. Because we are there. We have
gas at $3 a gallon.

I will tell you, Mr. Speaker, it is very
disheartening when you see the Demo-
crats consistently vote against reason-
able approaches to increase the supply
of energy for Americans. Because all
Americans know that the law of supply
and demand is a very strong force. It is
the basis of our economy. And when
the supply is constricted and the de-
mand Kkeeps rising, the prices rise with
the demand.

The Democrats’ policies have con-
stricted oil production and refining, en-
ergy production and marketing; and,
therefore, as the demand goes up, the
cost naturally follows the demand. So
when you talk about the oil companies
raising the price of gasoline, the refin-
eries raising the price of refining, the
only reason why they are able to do
that is because of a market economy
that we have here in the United States.
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And that market economy relies on
supply and demand to dictate price.
And when we put in place government
policies that say that we cannot take
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oil out of the ground that we know is
there or natural gas that is in the
ground and we know is there, that we
cannot actually produce refineries to
refine that fuel, when we cannot put on
more nuclear reactors and nuclear en-
ergy production on line, naturally by

constricting that supply, the prices
will go up.
And as a conservative, my alter-

native is pretty simple: we get more
production online, we get more com-
petition in the energy marketplace
through alternative fuels, through al-
ternative energy, through incentives to
move to alternative energy, you will
see the oil companies begin to compete
for our dollars. Right now because the
supply is so constricted, they can
charge us whatever they possibly can,
whatever they think they can get away
with. So my answer is pretty simple.
As a public policymaker, if we put an-
other tax on the oil companies, the oil
companies will pass it right on to us as
consumers because that is what cor-
porations do with taxation and regu-
latory burdens. They pass that expense
to the consumers.

So my philosophy is pretty simple:
you get more competition in the mar-
ketplace, you open up the supply, and
that cost will come down. And that is
what we are trying to do with a coher-
ent energy policy here in the United
States, and that is what Republicans
are trying to do here in Congress.

So I ask my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle to join with us to in-
crease that supply of energy into the
marketplace, to increase research, to
increase development of alternative en-
ergy sources as well, but to also listen
to the American people and their de-
mands. And their demands are very
clear: we want relief and we want it
now.

Well, T have got news, Mr. Speaker,
for the American people. We Repub-
licans in Congress are taking on this
challenge, and we will get more pro-
duction online. We will relieve the reg-
ulatory burden for getting new energy
sources into the marketplace, but we
also will continue economic growth
here in the United States. And the way
we do that is by getting the govern-
ment off the backs of the American
people, the working Americans, that
are trying to help their families, trying
to grow their communities, and trying
to do what is right on the local level.

Mr. Speaker, I will tell you, there is
a lot of rhetoric going on here in Wash-
ington, DC that the other side of the
aisle refers to as ‘‘a culture” here in
Washington, DC. And there is a cul-
ture. It is a culture of more spending,
higher taxes, left-wing environ-
mentalist groups writing policy for our
United States Government. And we are
trying to break that as conservatives,
as Republicans. We are trying to break
that cycle, that culture, here in Wash-
ington.

The Democrats want to take us back.
They do not want to look at new ways
of doing things. They want to take us

H2163

back to how they ran this institution
for 40 years, how they kept increasing
the size and scope of government over
decades. Well, the American people
want an optimistic alternative, a posi-
tive agenda. They actually want an en-
ergy policy. They actually want a pro-
growth economic policy as well that al-
lows people to keep more of what they
earn. They also want a government
that is responsive and not intrusive.
And that is what we are trying to pro-
vide as conservatives. I think that is
what the American people want.

And I am very proud to be part of the
majority party, very proud to be a Re-
publican, working hard for the Amer-
ican people to do what is right, to do
what is necessary to make sure that we
are safe, secure, energy independent,
economically independent, and a domi-
nant factor in this world that we live
in that is dangerous, highly competi-
tive, but ever changing. And we are
trying to embrace those changes and
compete in this tough world that we
live in.

Mr. Speaker, we Republicans have an
agenda, an optimistic agenda, about
how to change America, how to reduce
the size and scope of government, how
to enable people to keep more of what
they earn and make us independent in
terms of our energy policy.

The Democrats, they have a simple
alternative, and it is their agenda here:
nothing. They have yet to put out an
agenda. They have yet to talk in
proactive ways. They have yet to lead.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud that we Re-
publicans are leading to make America
safe, secure, and economically strong.

———

MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE TO BE
AVAILABLE TO SERVE ON IN-
VESTIGATIVE  SUBCOMMITTEES
OF THE COMMITTEE ON STAND-
ARDS OF OFFICIAL CONDUCT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 5(a)(4)(A) of rule X, and
the order of the House of December 18,
2005, the Chair announces that the
Speaker named the following Members
of the House to be available to serve on
investigative subcommittees of the
Committee on Standards of Official
Conduct for the 109th Congress:

Mr. ENGLISH, Pennsylvania

Mr. LucAas, Oklahoma

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART, Florida

Mrs. BLACKBURN, Tennessee

Mr. SIMPSON, Idaho

Mr. BONNER, Alabama

Mr. BACHUS, Alabama

Mr. CRENSHAW, Florida

Mr. LATHAM, Iowa

Mr. WALDEN, Oregon

——————

THE EFFECTS OF MULTICUL-
TURALISM AND ILLEGAL IMMI-
GRATION ON OUR NATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Iowa
(Mr. KING) is recognized for 60 minutes.

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
preciate the privilege to come to the
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